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For several years the management of Walton Rowing 
Club has been aware of the need to rebuild the Club.  The 

current boathouse, constructed largely by members and 
using reclaimed materials in 1954, is rapidly approaching 

the end of its life; building maintenance costs eat up a 
ƘƛƎƘ ǇǊƻǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƭǳōΩǎ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ 
simply does not offer the facilities and standards to 

match the level of activity, success and effort the Club 
sees today. 

!ƭƳƻǎǘ ƘŀƭŦ ǘƘŜ /ƭǳōΩǎ ōƻŀǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ǎǘƻǊŜŘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜΣ 

where they are subject to weather damage and vandal-
ism.  We have very limited facilities for disabled access 

(although we have several adaptive athletes using the 
/ƭǳōύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǊƻƻƳ ƛǎ ƘƻǇŜƭŜǎǎƭȅ 

small. 

The boathouse today 

On a normal Saturday or Sunday morning there are often 
over 100 people boating from the Club: members and 

pupils at the schools and University that boat from the 
Club, to say nothing of the dozens of coaches, parents 
and supports who all need and supply cups of tea, and 

later a drink from the bar. 

The Club has for 30 years been strong in junior rowing: in 

1975 we were probably the first club to boat a J14 eight, 
and in 1977 the first club to compete at the National 

{ŎƘƻƻƭǎ wŜƎŀǘǘŀΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ /ƭǳōΩǎ ƧǳƴƛƻǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƘƻǿƴ 
ōƻǘƘ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǇǘƘΣ ŦǊƻƳ aŀǘǘ ¢ŀǊǊŀƴǘΩǎ D. ǾŜǎǘ ǘƻ 

ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ мл ǿƛƴǎ ƛƴ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƧǳƴƛƻǊ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎΦ 

To continue to generate this level of success we need a 
building that can accommodate our equipment, allow 

space for safe training and a relaxed social environment 
for all ages. 

The new boathouse 

We now have planning permission for a new boathouse, 
to be built on the existing site using a steel shell.  It will 

have two stories and a full-length balcony on the river 
side.  Boat storage and weight-training room will be 
downstairs, with changing, ergos and clubroom upstairs.  

Cǳƭƭ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƭǳōΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ 
www.waltonrowingclub.co.uk. 

Raising the money 

The cost of the new building, including demolition and 
fitting-out, will be close to £400,000, and so a fund-

raising committee, chaired by Robert Jordan, has been 
ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳƳΦ  άhǳǊ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳƳ 

ŘǳǊƛƴƎ нллуΣέ ǎŀȅǎ wƻōŜǊǘΤ άƛǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ Ŝŀǎȅ ŀƴŘ /ƭǳō 
members are going to have to both work hard and pro-

ǾƛŘŜ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳƳΦέ 

We do already have committed funds of £40,000, includ-
ing support from several local businesses.  Grants and 

loans are also available but are subject to our raising the 
first part of the money ourselves. 

To achieve this, we will be running a series of events 

throughout the year with a fund-raising flavor.  Here are 
the events for December and January: for details and 

future events see the website or notice-board at the Club. 
December 27th:  Turkey Triathlon 
January 23rd:  Burns Supper at the Club 

Pound a pot 

We are also inviting members and their friends to give £1 

for every pot or medal won by a Walton Rowing Club 
ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƭǳōΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ŀǘ ŀƴ ƻǇŜƴ ό!w! ƻǊ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŀǎύ 
event in 2008.  Coxes count too, so an eights win would 

ōŜ ǿƻǊǘƘ ϻфΣ ƻǊ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǎŎǳƭƭ ϻмΦ  ²ŜΩƭƭ ƭŜǘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ 
many crews have won each month, and you can settle 

month by month or at the end of the year.  See the web-
site, collect a form at the Club or call Mike Hendry on 
01932 248628. 

The 1927 Club 

Anyone who donates £1000 or more to the rebuilding 
fund will automatically become a member of The 1927 

Club.  We have formed this Club to recognise and reward 
ǘƘŜ /ƭǳōΩǎ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ 

special events for 1927 Club members, including privi-
leged access to some rowing and related events. 

 


